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[image: ][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6]Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
We in our society have acquired such a craving for entertainment that we have to keep topping our own former experiences, building on a never-ending pyramid of enticement and stimulation.  Every newscast has to offer something juicier and more scandalous than the one before.  Every movie must contain more steamy love scenes and more tons of dynamite than the one before it. And the entire culture enters into a never-ending spiral of hype and expectation and fulfillment in order to hold our interest.
	Where do we go from here? How do we satisfy the appetites that have grown so voracious for thrills and perpetual excitement that anything less is simply boring? A pastor friend of mine was recently told that scripture and prayer are the boring parts of worship and must be eliminated. The trend throughout the church universal is that church must be as entertaining as movies, theater and sporting events! 
	Jesus tells us we have a problem with our seeing and hearing - with being sensitive and alert - with being present to the world and the power around us - with realizing that the Creator is as near as the creation - with being open to the miracles around us and with being available to the power that would use us, flow through us, reach out through us to the world around us.
	Our problem is that we are so bored with everything that we can’t see.  Or, because we can’t see, we become bored.  Either way, it has to do with our inadequate way of responding to life around us, our failure to be perceptive and available.
	This is what Jesus was really about, what he was trying to teach us. Life is not boring, and the world is not boring. Being alive is what it’s all about. Feeling your heart skip at the beauty of it all. Getting chills up and down your spine at finding the tracks of God in the world around you. Knowing there are things still hidden from your view because you haven’t learned to see all of them.  Come and worship.
										~Blessings, Grace and Peace, Liz

[image: ]Coming Up…
Virginia Annual Conference
Thursday, June 20 - Saturday, June 22nd
Roanoke, VA
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Join us Thursday nights for 
Bells at 6:00 p.m.& Choir at 6:45 p.m.
~Heather Wilson, Director of Music




[image: ]New Bible Study Happening
“Reckless Love” 
Monday’s at 9:30 am starting May 6th for 6 Sessions
Love God more deeply by learning to love your neighbor better. How did Jesus teach the Greatest Commandment to his disciples? In his latest book Reckless Love, author and Pastor Tom Berlin writes that Jesus taught them to love neighbor first as a way to more deeply love God. In his exploration of Jesus’ teaching and travels with his disciples, Berlin suggests that Jesus teaches us how to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength by showing us how to love our neighbor. While many hope to learn to be better family, friends, leaders, and neighbors by finding a deeper relationship with God, what if becoming a better neighbor leads you to that deeper love of God? In Reckless Love, you will consider your life, and learn how loving the people around you will completely renew your faith and give you a new experience of loving God.

Mission Memo
  	[image: ]The cart for April was loaded with goodies to meet the needs of Park View Mission.  We collected 6 packs toilet paper (46 rolls); 4 packs feminine pads (144 pads); 5 packs diapers(126 diapers); 3 packs wipes(216 wipes); 16 deodorants; 10 toothpaste;10 toothbrushes; 8 bars of soap; I shampoo & I conditioner; 1 laundry detergent; 1 dish liquid; also 12 packs of assorted under ware (71 pairs). Thanks to all who contributed to the cart for Park View Mission. These items were received with joy and gratitude. 
In May we will collect toothpaste, maxi pads & tampons, paper towels, laundry detergent, and cleaning products. 
 						~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committeee

[image: ]The Merry Marthas will meet on Wednesday May 8, CHUMC, at 10:00 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall. We will pack health kits for Conference (all supplies will be provided), and clean the church kitchen. We will not meet in June, July, or August. Some of us will be feeding the UMFS foster families and staff on June 4. Judy will contact those who volunteered to help later in the month.
											~Judy Robertson
[image: ]Top of the Hill will meet on Wednesday, will meet on Wednesday, May 22, 2019. More information provided later.
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 Chestnut Hill extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of William Wilmouth and especially to his sister, Kitty Burgess. Mr. Wilmouth passed away on March 31, 2019. [image: ]



FRIENDS WHO CARE
[image: ]	Please send your reports of visits and phone calls each month to Scottie  Nuckols, 1250 Jefferson Oaks Court, # 44, Forest, VA 24551. Or e-mail to mx55566@gmail.com. On your report please note the month and year, names of those visited (or called) and the number of times visited or called that month and any comments of our pastor. Please try to get this information to Scottie by the 5th of the month. We express our appreciation to all the volunteers who participate in this ministry of compassion.
 

Food Cart...
	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
[image: ]For the Month of MAY:
“toothpaste, maxi pads & tampons, paper towels, laundry detergent, 
and cleaning products”.
Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.
 
[image: ]Gifts & Memorials
In Memory of
Richard Finch
Given by: Jimmy & Barbara Blunt
William Wilmouth
Given by: J. Owen Stinnette & Imelda Chancey
Kyle Cyrus
Given by: Top of the Hill, Mr. & Mrs. R.W. Ogden, Frances Unruh, Hylton & Sylvia Glass, 
J. Owen Stinnette & Imelda Chancey,
Beryl Martin, Robbie Perrow, 
Jimmy & Barbara Blunt, 
Herman & Rebecca Steward


[image: ]Read Ahead 
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
May 5, 2019 ~The Scriptures are Acts 9:1-6, Revelation 5:11-14 & Psalm 30. The sermon text is John 21:1-19 and the message is “A Fish Story?”.
May 12, 2019~Mother’s Day. The Scriptures are Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30 & Psalm 23. The sermon text is Revelation 7:9-17 and the message is “Wiping Away Tears”.
May 19, 2019~The Scriptures are Acts 11:1-18, Revelations 21:1-6 & Psalm 148. The sermon text is John 13:31-35 and the message is “Family”.
May 26, 2019~Memorial Day Sunday ~The Scriptures are Acts 16:9-15, Revelation 21:1-10, 22-22:5 & Psalm 67.   The sermon text is John 14:23-29 and the message is “Peace of Christ”.



[image: ]Thank you for the many  cards, prayers, and thoughts during my sister’s, Karen Bohn’s, illness and passing. I know mom was feeling the love and compassion too!
								Your’s in Christ, ~Kay Allen 	
 								(Margueritte Jordan’s daughter)


MAY Birthdays
	1    Kim VandeBogart
2	Joella Edgreen
3	Ken Wood
4	Shaun VandeBogart
6	Tommy Mason
7	Brian Jefferies
	George Morcom
8	George Jessen
10	Rebecca Amos
	Peggy Layne
11	Bradley Gilbert
	Dewitt LeFew, Jr.
	Patricia Pugh
12	Deborah Lacy
	McKenna Mason
13	Phillip Reid
14	Robert Hamilton
15	Barry Redwood
16	Rev. Elizabeth Ecklund
       Inez Tolley
18	Jordan VandeBogart
20	Kennedy Ecklund
21	Barbara Blunt

	22	Carolyn Anders
	Stephanie Jones
23	Robbie Perrow
24	Jennifer Abbott
	Judy Lease
25	Martha Lipscomb
27	Susan Blunt
28	Robert Hicks
	Brenda Hunt
	Kelly Mason
29	Tucker Cole
30	Emily Lipscomb
	Phyllis Rickwood
	Delma Scott
31	Dean Burgess
         Ashlyn Goolsby
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United Methodist Women News

[image: ] Our Circles have been busy in the new year.  In March the Merry Martha's took a tour of the Scriptorium in the Liberty Tower @ Liberty University - it was beautiful, interesting  and very informative!  We all agreed we made a great choice. Afterwards we had Lunch @ O'Charleys and conducted our meeting. (Each person paid for their Lunch).
In April we had two members from Miriam's House come to our meeting to update us on their purpose & various missions. We have supported this mission for many years & in many ways. So, we held an "April Shower" for Miriam's House - they left with many gifts & were so thankful for all of the "goods".
The Wesleyan Circle has prepared a hot meal for the Visually Impaired and has prepared 12 "Kits for Conference" & Linda Jessen continues to do so much for Park View Mission ( counting our goods donated by the entire Church & delivering them) & does some computer work for them.
We all love helping others, which is our Purpose as members of the Methodist Church!

Much Love always, Linda Wright, President UMW 


Reading Program~“Top of the Hill”
[image: ] I often wonder what is going on in our society today. Have we forgotten our Christian principles? 
Do we really care about our relationships with others? Where is our dignity?
I recently purchased two (2) Reading Program books in search of answers to these questions. 
They are listed as follows:
		The Age of Dignity by Al-Jen- Poo and The Feathered Bone by Julie Cantrell. Allow me to give 
you a short preview of each written by others who have read them.

The Age of Dignity ~ The author offers a wake-up call about the demographic reality that will affect us all. We 
have more senior citizens in America today than we had any time in our history. More than 14 percent of our 
population is more than 65. By 2030 that ratio will be one in five. Our fastest growing demographic is the 85 plus age group that is expected to more than double in the next 20 years. How can we care for them and support a good quality of life for them?
This can-do book has a lot to say to anyone who plans on getting old. (Personal aside-consider the alternative.)
The Feathered Bone ~ Every book by Cantrell is breathtaking. The Feathered Bone is written for every person 
who has ever felt alone, unloved or unvalued. It is written to remind us all that we are loved, we have worth, and we are never alone.
Pastor Liz is an avid reader and teacher. Each year, among others, she reads many of the reading program books. 
I have asked her to read these books and to select one to share with our May 22nd “Top of the Hill” meeting. I 
invite you to join us for this meeting. You will learn from her ability to teach deep subject matter in a way that we all can easily understand.
											~Beryl Martin

[image: ]
THE LESSON OF MEMORIAL DAY
	 We may not, and should not, approve of war or violence or excess. But until we learn to make a better world, that is the way it is, and this is the lesson of Memorial Day: Nothing is ever wholly negative, nothing is ever wholly lost. Despite all the grief and human wastage, even over dead men's blood and bones we manage to progress a little.
	Let us then remember the dead- in all wars - gratefully. And let us hope that because of them we may become a touch better, a thimbleful wiser, and a handshake more tolerant of this changing world they did not live to see.

[image: ]
Sunday, May 12



 







Insights from 
“Search for a New Church Home”
	Avid runner and blogger Lynda Hawes and her husband moved a few years ago and made quite a few church visits. Here are some of her observations you may find helpful in encouraging more visitors to become new members:
	No public humiliation. Please don’t make us stand in a room full of total strangers and introduce ourselves. We want to be anonymous since we’re not sure we want to see you again; and, frankly, we’re still seeing other churches. It’s not you; it’s us. We just don’t know you very well yet.
	Acknowledge we exist. Being anonymous is not the same as being invisible. We’re probably going to be a little confused about what to do and where to go, so having someone greet us and ask if we have questions is most appreciated. If you act like we’re not there, we start to think we might as well not be there.
	Put it in writing. Spell out everything we need to know in the bulletin: when to sit or stand, where to find the words, even if you have one of those groovy new digital displays.
	No stalking. Please don’t chase us down the street to tell us you were glad to see us. When you act like it’s a miracle that you have visitors, it freaks us out.
	Remember us. You get a gold star if we come back and you remember our names, but just a friendly “nice to see you again” makes us feel like you noticed we were there.
	Have a website. If you don’t have a website, we won’t be coming to your church. That alone tells us you aren’t ready for new people. There is simply no excuse not to have one. When, where, what. There are basically three things we want to know when we come to your website: when your worship services are held, where you are located, and what you believe. And we really like to see all three on the home page, but at least make them SUPER easy to find and no more than one click away.
	Tell us what you really believe. Be proud of what you believe and spell it out on your website. Progressive? Great! Theologically conservative? Super! But what do those things mean in the life of your community? Finding a new church home is not always easy, especially if the one you came from was such an important part of your lives. We were very, very close to our previous faith community; and it’s hard to think of anywhere else coming close. Any number of the things that might bring us to your doorstep can make it hard to do much more than show up, sit quietly in the back, and sneak out afterward. But that’s the beautiful thing about church communities — they bring new people into your life, they can open your heart and mind to new experiences, they can mend those deepest of wounds, and affirm your relationship with God. With all that on the line, don’t let the little things mentioned above get in the way of connecting people to the Good News. 
		~ Lewis Center for Church Leadership
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	Those Who Serve ~ MAY
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
MAY GREETERS:
May 5		~Linda Wright
May 12		~Jane White
May 19		~Kitty Burgess
May 26		~Barbara LeFew
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.
MONEY COUNTERS
Frank Stewart, Carolyn Stewart, Jane White

**********************************

[image: ] GOOD NEWS is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month.
 
**********************************

OUR ATTENDANCE
						
SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
3-24		32					55
3-31		27					56
4-7			28					58
4-14		30					58
4-21		33					70

[image: ]**********************************
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	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of MARCH 2019
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2019 Budget	    $ 233,633
Needed to meet our budget to date      $  58,408
Actual receipts to date		               $  48,793
Shortage to meet budget to date	     $    9,615
Actual expenditures to date	               $ 46,353
Overage meet expenses to date	     $    2,440
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2019		                $ 11,600
Needed to meet our goal to date	      $    2,900
Actual receipts to date		                $    2,606
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date			                $       505
Dispersed to date	                                   $        145
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2019 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
Missionary Covenant Relationship          $2,500     625
Interfaith Outreach		                            $1,000    250
Park View Missions~Food for Families  $1,750    582
Society of St. Andrew		                  $1,000    250
Adult Care Center		                            $   500    125
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	                  $   500    125
Camp Timothy			                            $   500    500
Churches for Urban Ministry	                  $   500    125
Daily Bread			                            $  500     125
Free Clinic			                            $  500     125
Good Neighbor			                            $  500         0
Habitat for Humanity		                  $  250       62
Heifer Project                                                  $  500         0
UMCOR-Non-Administrative                     $   500         0
Undesignated                                                 $   600          0
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)	        $           1,409
UMCOR(One Great Hour of Sharing)       $                    0
UMCOR (Tornado Relief)                            $                     0









MAY 2019
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   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm[image: ]
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DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Elaine Clarke
	Lay Leader

	
	Jody Underwood
	       Lay Children’s/Youth Ministry Coor.

	
	Chris Glass
	Communications Coor.

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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